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The Government rejects and condemns the GSLP/Liberal Alliance’s statements in 
respect of National day and deeply regrets Mr Bossano’s attempt to party politicise 
the matter. 

The modification of National day events announced by the Government in no way 
diminishes the relevant political elements of celebrating Gibraltar National Day. 
Rather, what is reduced is the local party political divisiveness of the old tired event. 
The numbers attending the political rally at Casemates has been steadily falling over 
the years. The Government believes that there is widespread support for a change of 
formula that does not diminish anything that is important to Gibraltar, including a 
statement and celebration of our political rights and aspirations as a people. 

Accordingly, the Gibraltar National Day Declaration that will be read at John 
Mackintosh Square includes all the important political issues for Gibraltar, such as 
Self Determination, nationhood and sovereignty. The Statement also includes other 
important Gibraltar civic and social values which make Gibraltar the very special 
place that it is. This includes, but is not limited to international political issues. 
However, in order to underline unity on National day, devoid of all local party political 
divisiveness, the Declaration (the text of which has already been published ) will be 
read by the Mayor, who is the non party political civic embodiment of our community. 
To suggest as the GSLP have done, that this somehow represents an abandonment 
of any important political principle is sheer absurdity. 

A Government spokesman said:  “ It is simply Bossanesque political demagoguery to 
suggest that Gibraltar’s important political interests are being abandoned. The 
rumours being put around town even suggest that the changes prejudice Gibraltar’s 
future and sovereignty. This, not untypically of the GSLP/Alliance, simply insults the 
intelligence of the people of Gibraltar.”  

The announced changes to National Day abandon absolutely none of Gibraltar’s 
political interests. They do however reflect that Gibraltar has moved on in a positive 



way, namely that in the New Constitution Britain has recognised our right to self 
determination and maximised our self government, as well as re enshrining the 
Sovereignty commitment . Our position has been even further strengthened by a 
brand new commitment from Britain, namely, that she will not even take part in any 
process of sovereignty negotiations without Gibraltar’s consent, and by an end to 
bilateralism. 

 Consequently, Gibraltar now has the very secure, modern, self governing, non 
colonial relationship with Britain that the vast majority of Gibraltarians want and with 
which we are very comfortable and secure. Gibraltar is now safely and securely in 
the driving seat of its own affairs, including sovereignty. These new and very positive 
circumstances must be reflected in the way that we celebrate our National Day. 
National Day cannot remain anchored in the past to suit Mr Bossano’s partisan 
political convenience.    
 
It is scandalous that Mr Bossano and his accomplices should be provoking acts of 
disunity on the very day in which the opposite should be the objective of every right 
thinking Gibraltarian.  People want to participate in a happy event in which we 
celebrate and enjoy Gibraltarianism in a way which reflects the reality of Gibraltar's 
present day situation." 


